Romans 3:27–4:8
Confidence in Christ Alone: No reason to Boast
End of Chapter transition:
After explaining God's plan of redemption (Romans 3:21–26), Paul closes the chapter with final questions that shift our attention from what God has done to how we should respond.
Key Thought
God fulfilled His righteous requirements through Jesus Christ. Therefore, our confidence is not in ourselves but in Him. God knew that we could not be remain faithful to Him, so he became faithfulness for us gifting to us the law of faith. Faith alone unlocks the door the great promises of God.
Where Is Boasting? (Romans 3:27)
If salvation comes through faith in Christ, then boasting has no place in the Christian life. We cannot place confidence in our goodness, religious performance, heritage, or accomplishments because we all needed a Savior.
Paul says boasting is excluded because righteousness is received through faith, not earned through works.
Therefore, We Conclude... (Romans 3:28)
Paul summarizes his entire argument:
"A person is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law."
God remained faithful by fulfilling His righteous requirements through Christ. Our responsibility is simply to place our complete confidence in Him.
One God, One Way (Romans 3:29–30)
God is not only the God of the Jews but also of the Gentiles. Every person is justified the same way:
Through faith in Jesus Christ.
Does Faith Cancel the Law? (Romans 3:31)
Absolutely not.
Faith establishes the Law because Christ fulfilled everything the Law pointed toward. The Law revealed God's standard; Christ fulfilled that standard; faith brings us into relationship with Him.

Romans 4:1–8
Paul now moves from the principle to the example.
If anyone could boast, it would have been Abraham. Yet Paul reminds us that Abraham was not declared righteous because of his works but because he believed God.
"Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." (Romans 4:3)
The word "accounted" (Greek: λογίζομαι – logizomai), means to count, credit, or place on someone's account. Paul uses this word repeatedly throughout Romans 4 to emphasize that righteousness is not earned by human effort but credited by God through faith.
Abraham's confidence rested in God's promise, not his own performance. His faith was not the righteousness—it was the means through which God credited righteousness to his account. David, in Psalm 32, confirms the same truth by describing the blessed person whose sins are forgiven and whose sin the Lord will never count against them.
When we approach God by faith in Christ Jesus, God not only refuses to count our sin against us, but He graciously credits Christ's righteousness to our account. This means that, because of Christ, God declares us righteous, fully accepts us into a right relationship with Himself, and no longer relates to us according to our sin, but according to Christ's perfect righteousness.
This is the gift of imputed righteousness.
Main Principle
Justification is God's gracious act of crediting Christ's righteousness to those who place their confidence in Him. We are not declared righteous because of what we have done for God, but because of what God has done for us in Christ.
The confidence of the flesh says, "Earn God's acceptance." Faith says, "Rest in what God has already credited to me through Christ." Romans 4 calls us to abandon confidence in ourselves and place our full confidence in God's gracious provision of righteousness.

Romans 3 teaches us where our confidence belongs.
Romans 4 shows us what that confidence looks like.
Confidence in the flesh produces pressure. Confidence in Christ produces peace.

