Get Ready for the Reach
Romans Bible Study
Week 5: Romans 1:18-32
God's Wrath on Unrighteousness
The Danger of Suppressing Truth
Key Verse
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness."
— Romans 1:18

Opening Thought
Opening Thought
The Danger of Suppressed Truth
The Holy Spirit leads us into all truth (John 16:13). Yet every believer faces moments when God reveals a truth, conviction, instruction, or warning, and we choose to suppress it. The danger is not merely making a wrong decision; the danger is that repeatedly suppressing truth moves us further away from God's righteous pathway and deeper into the desires of the flesh.
As we transition from Romans 1:17 into Romans 1:18, Paul presents two powerful revelations in consecutive verses:
Romans 1:17
"For in it the righteousness of God is revealed..."
Romans 1:18
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven..."
One revelation displays God's grace toward those who believe. The other reveals God's judgment against those who continually reject what they know to be true. Paul is not describing people who simply lack knowledge about God. He is describing people who have received revelation, seen evidence of God, and deliberately pushed that truth away to pursue unrighteousness.
Romans 1 begins with the power of the Gospel and God's gracious plan to save humanity through Jesus Christ. We have watched Paul passionately declare that he is not ashamed of the Gospel because it is the power of God unto salvation. Now Paul reveals why he is so passionate about reaching people with the Gospel. Humanity has become trapped in the grip of sin and Satan's deception, not because God failed to reveal Himself, but because truth was continually suppressed.
The word "suppress" comes from the Greek word katechō, meaning: to hold down, restrain, suppress, or bury. Paul's argument is that God's truth was revealed and made known, but people buried it beneath their unrighteous desires.
The greatest danger is not ignorance of truth, but the suppression of truth.
Interactive Question
What has the Holy Spirit told you to do recently that you initially resisted or ignored?
What were the consequences, and how did God bring you back into alignment?
Romans 1:20-23
Eyes to See, But Refused to See
Paul teaches that God has revealed Himself through creation.
“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen...” (Romans 1:20)
The heavens declare His glory (Psalm 19:1), yet people still refused to believe. They had evidence of God's power, wisdom, and divine nature, but chose not to respond to what they saw.
Paul describes a simple downward progression:
1. They refused to honor God.
God was no longer given His rightful place in their lives.
2. They stopped being thankful.
When gratitude disappeared, dissatisfaction grew.
3. Their thinking became futile.
Their thoughts became empty, disconnected from God's truth.
4. Their hearts became darkened.
The more truth they rejected, the less clearly they could see.
The result?
“Professing to be wise, they became fools.”
Instead of worshiping the Creator, they began worshiping creation.
Key Principle
When God loses His place in our lives, gratitude fades, thinking becomes distorted, and our hearts become less sensitive to truth.
Reflection Question
Which of these four areas is the greatest challenge for you right now: honoring God first, remaining thankful, thinking biblically, or staying sensitive to God's voice?
Romans 1:24-32
God Gave Them Over
Three times in this passage Paul uses the phrase:
"God gave them over..."
This does not mean God caused their sin. It means God allowed them to pursue the path they continually chose after repeatedly rejecting His truth.
1. Given Over to Uncleanness (vv. 24-25)
People dishonored their bodies by allowing fleshly desires to become their guide. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie and began worshiping created things rather than the Creator.
This can include overindulgence and feeding the flesh beyond God's intended boundaries. What begins as a desire eventually becomes a controlling influence when it is not submitted to God.
2. Given Over to Vile Passions (vv. 26-27)
As truth continued to be rejected, sinful desires became normalized. Humanity began redefining God's design according to personal desires rather than God's truth. Paul specifically addresses the exchange of natural relations for those contrary to God's created order.
The lesson is larger than one particular sin. Whenever we continually excuse what God forbids, we eventually experience the consequences of living outside His boundaries.
3. Given Over to a Debased Mind (vv. 28-32)
The final stage is a mind no longer guided by God's truth.
"They did not like to retain God in their knowledge..."
Paul lists envy, strife, deceit, pride, unforgiveness, and many other sins that flow from a life controlled by the flesh. This mindset no longer affects only one area of life—it influences relationships, family, work, decisions, attitudes, and behavior toward others.
Unlike the renewed mind of Romans 12:2, the debased mind becomes its own authority. Instead of being directed by the Holy Spirit, a person is directed by their own desires and reasoning. Like the days of Judges, people begin doing what is right in their own eyes.
Key Principle
When we continually reject God's truth, the flesh gains influence over our thinking, desires, and actions.
Reflection Question
Which of these three areas presents the greatest challenge today: controlling fleshly desires, refusing to justify sinful passions, or renewing your mind with God's truth?

Closing Thought
Romans 1 begins with the power of the Gospel and ends with the danger of suppressing God's truth. The path into darkness did not happen overnight—it began with repeatedly saying "no" to God's voice.
Yet the chapter ends with hope. As we move into Romans 2, we discover that God remains the righteous Judge. No matter how far a person has fallen, God's grace is still available through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.
The same God who reveals His wrath against sin is the God who extends His grace to those who turn back to Him.

