Romans Bible Study Series — Week 3
Romans 1:8–15
Theme: Desire to Visit Rome
“Faith That Survives Pressure”

Opening Thought
The church at Rome was born during political tension, cultural corruption, and growing persecution, yet their faith became known throughout the whole world. Paul writes these verses while longing to visit them, not only to strengthen them, but also to be encouraged by them. Their faith reminds us that God can grow powerful believers even in difficult environments.

Historical Context
When Paul wrote Romans around AD 57–58:
· Claudius had earlier expelled many Jews from Rome because of conflicts surrounding Christ (Acts 18:2).
· After Claudius died, Nero became emperor, and many Jewish believers returned to Rome.
· The Roman church grew in the middle of political pressure, pagan culture, and uncertainty.
Eventually Nero would persecute Christians heavily, yet even before that, the Roman church’s faith was already spreading throughout the Roman world.
“The church at Rome became known throughout the world not because life was easy, but because their faith survived pressure.”

Romans 1:8–9
Faith That Reached the World
“Your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.”
Paul says their faith reached the “whole world” (Greek: kosmos), referring to the Roman world and broader society influenced by Rome.
Rome was:
· spiritually dark,
· politically powerful,
· culturally corrupt,
· yet the believers remained faithful.
Their witness spread because they stayed faithful under pressure.

Interactive Question
Why do you think faith often grows stronger during adversity?

Romans 1:10
Surrendered Desire
“If, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to come to you.”
Paul deeply desired to visit Rome, but he remained surrendered to God’s will.
Paul teaches us:
· desire is good,
· vision is good,
· but God’s will must guide our plans.
Paul eventually reached Rome in Acts 28, but not the way he expected. He arrived:
· in chains,
· under arrest,
· yet still carrying the Gospel.
“God’s will does not always align with our strategy, but His will always leads us where we are supposed to be.”

Interactive Question
Have you ever experienced God answering your prayer differently than you expected?

Romans 1:11–12
Mutual Strengthening
“That I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established…”
Paul wanted to strengthen the believers in Rome, but he also desired mutual encouragement.
Paul desired not only to visit the church at Rome, but to spiritually strengthen them. The word “gift” comes from the Greek word charisma (χάρισμα), meaning a grace gift freely given by God to build up and encourage believers. The word “establish” comes from the Greek word sterizō (στηρίζω), meaning: to strengthen, stabilize, or make firm.
Paul understood that even strong believers still need strengthening. Spiritual gifts are not given for personal recognition, but for the building up of the body of Christ. As believers encourage, pray for, and strengthen one another, the entire church grows stronger.
Even strong believers need strengthening. 
Romans 16:25, 1st Thes 3:2
Faith grows best in community where believers: encourage one another, praying for one another, and helping one another remain strong.


Romans 1:13
Flowing with God’s Direction, Surrendering my plans to Him
“Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles.”
Paul makes it clear that Rome had been on his heart for many years. His delay was not because of a lack of desire, love, or burden for the Roman believers. Paul explains later in Romans 15 that he had been “hindered” because he was still carrying out his missionary assignment to preach Christ in regions where the Gospel had not yet been established.
Romans 15:22–23
“For this reason I also have been much hindered from coming to you. But now no longer having a place in these parts…”
Paul’s priority was to preach the Gospel where Christ had not yet been named. Rome already had an established body of believers, so Paul continued laboring in unreached territories until his assignment there was complete.
Romans 15:20
“And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named…”
This teaches us an important spiritual principle:
sometimes delay is not denial — it is divine assignment.
Paul desired Rome, but God was still using him elsewhere. Eventually Paul would reach Rome, but not through the pathway he expected. He would arrive in chains as a prisoner in Acts 28, yet even then God’s purpose was fulfilled and the Gospel continued advancing.
“Paul’s plans were delayed, but God’s purpose was never cancelled.”

Romans 1:14–15
A Debtor to Everyone
“I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians…”
Paul understood that because Christ showed him mercy, he now owed the world the Gospel.
The Gospel is for:
· educated and uneducated,
· rich and poor,
· urban and suburban,
· Jew and Gentile,
· all people.
The mercy we receive from Christ should create a burden to help others encounter Him too.

Closing Thought
The Roman church teaches us that faith can survive pressure, and Paul teaches us that surrendered people remain committed to God’s mission no matter the cost.
