Romans 1:1–7 Bible Study
God’s Grace Toward Us — 
“Mercy Rewrote My Life” Barbara McDowell 
Opening Thought
Think about your life and how your encounter with Christ rewrote the direction of your life. What thoughts come to mind? How do these thoughts speak to the goodness of God in the life of anyone you encounter? 
Opening Reading
Read Psalm 66 — “Praise God For His Mighty Works.”

Romans 1:1
“Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God.”
Supporting Scriptures
· Acts 9:11–18
· Galatians 1:11–17
“The one who used to persecute us is now preaching the very faith he tried to destroy!”

Ever Indebted
Paul’s indebtedness never remained simply gratitude, but became a committed life surrendered to Christ and whatever God desired for him at that moment. Paul makes it clear:
“My life no longer belongs to me.”
Many people say they are thankful to God, but does their life reflect being completely surrendered to whatever He wants? 
Paul begins Romans with his own “Goodness of God” story. A man once opposed to Christ has now been called, separated, and assigned to proclaim the Good News of God.
Question: How does your life express your gratitude to God for His grace towards you?

The Gospel of God
Paul introduces a phrase not often used in Scripture:
“The Gospel of God.”
Usually Scripture says:
· Gospel of Jesus Christ
· Gospel of the Kingdom of God
But “The Gospel of God” emphasizes that the Gospel reveals the goodness, mercy, faithfulness, and saving heart of God the Father. 
The Gospel is the Good News about:
· God who is righteous
· God who keeps His Word
· God who continues to seek and redeem humanity back to Himself
The Good News about God only becomes powerful when examined against the bad news about humanity. Romans will reveal humanity’s sinful condition, yet Paul’s own life demonstrates that God’s grace is greater than human failure. 
Your life in Christ becomes Good News about God to people who may never hear the Gospel any other way.
His heart is to save: God is willing to do whatever it took to redeem humanity through His Son. 
A murderer like Saul becoming Paul is proof of that grace. God, rich in mercy, sent Jesus Christ to interrupt our pathway of destruction and provide a pathway to grace through relationship with Him. 

God’s Promise Kept
Romans 1:2–4
“Which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord…”
The pathway of grace through Christ was always God’s divine plan. The prophets foretold the coming of Jesus long before He entered the earth. 
Supporting Scriptures
· Isaiah 7:14
· Isaiah 9:6-7
Jesus came through the lineage of David, confirming His rightful kingly authority and fulfillment of prophecy. Yet Paul also says He came “according to the flesh.” Flesh in Romans represents humanity’s condition under the hold of sin. Jesus stepped into the same broken condition humanity lived under — yet without sin. 
Supporting Scripture
· Hebrews 4:15
Paul’s argument is that the Law revealed sin’s hold over humanity, but Jesus entered into that condition to defeat sin without ever being overcome by it. He faced temptation, suffering, and death, yet remained holy. 
Jesus was declared to be the Son of God with power through the resurrection from the dead. The resurrection became Heaven’s declaration that Jesus Christ is Lord. He took the penalty humanity deserved, conquered death, and rose in victory. 
Supporting Scriptures
· Romans 8:11
· Colossians 2:13–15
The same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead now works in those who surrender to Him. Through Christ we receive grace not only to overcome sin, but also to walk in God’s assignment for our lives. 
Questions: What keeps us from believing God’s promises?

Included in the Story
Romans 1:6–7
“Among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ.”
Paul now brings this story of grace to Rome. After speaking about his own encounter with mercy and the saving power revealed through Christ, Paul reminds the believers in Rome that they too were included in God’s story of redemption. The same grace that transformed Paul was now actively at work in them. 
“This includes you.”
They were called by Jesus Christ and invited to belong to Him. God does not desire for us to remain merely creation, but sons and daughters living in relationship with Him.
“And I will be a Father to you, and you will be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.” (CSB 2 Cor 6:18)
The believers in Rome were transformed people living in an untransformed culture. Yet God intentionally positioned them there to reflect Christ in the middle of darkness, pressure, and unbelief. 
The same is true for us. God has assigned us:
· in our families
· in our communities
· in our workplaces
· in this generation
God trusts us to continue living consecrated lives where He has positioned us.
Supporting Scripture
· 1 Peter 2:9

The Divine Help: Grace to Live a Consecrated Life
“Grace and spiritual blessing and peace be yours from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”
God never calls people into consecrated living without supplying the grace to sustain them. He knows temptation, struggle, pressure, and opposition will challenge believers, yet He gives grace, peace, spiritual strength, and help through the Holy Spirit. 
The same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead now works within believers to help us live the life God has called us to live. 
Paul closes these opening verses reminding the church:
“You too were included.”
Question: What has God provided you that you believe has been most helpful to live a consecrated life? 

