A Review of the Book of Revelation

Before the Tribulation Period Begins

In studying the Book of Revelation, leading up to the events of the Tribulation, it is best
to begin at the beginning. Interestingly enough, the beginning of things is captured in
the 12th chapter, verses 1-5. This book, like the book of Daniel and several other books of
the Bible, are not written in chronological order. They have to be dissected and put back
together, to understand their meanings. Therefore, chapter 12:1-5 describes the history
of the Jewish people and introduces us to Jesus. We also see the devious intent of the
enemy to destroy Jesus, from the moment of His birth. Rev. 12:1-5 deal with events of
history in the earth, which means they also deal with events of “time.” We are currently
living in “time.” Time began in Genesis chapter one. Time will continue until the end of
the Battle of Armageddon. God describes a large portion of this period of time, from the
point when Jerusalem is destroyed the first time to the end of Armageddon, as 70
weeks. (Dan. 9:24)

Therefore, as we continue in our study of the book of Revelation, we have to continue in
the flow of “time.” This requires that we go to chapter one where we receive the purpose
of the writing of this book. Next, John describes his amazing vision of Christ. This is
followed by the instructions given to John to write the letters to the seven churches,
chapters 2-3. As we have been reading these verses, in chapters 12:1-5 and chapters 1-3,
we have been experiencing time in the 15t, 2nd and 34 Heavens, as well as in the differing
kingdoms; Kingdom of God, Kingdom of Darkness and Kingdoms of the world.

At the beginning of chapter four, John is taken into the Throne Room and there he sees
a vision of the Throne. Around the Throne he sees 24 thrones with Elders sitting
dressed in white with crowns on their heads. He sees four living creatures and myriads
of angels. The Elders are in white. The only people dressed in white throughout the book
of Revelation is the Redeemed. Who are the redeemed? The redeemed describes the
Saints, the ones who have been washed by the blood of the Lamb and their sins have
been forgiven. First and foremost, the Redeemed describes the Church.

The Elders also have on crowns. In several places in the New Testament, we are told that
the believers would receive crowns for the work they have done in the earth for the Lord.

e The Imperishable Crown (I Cor. 9:24-25; Matt. 6:19; 1 Peter 1:4)
e The Crown of Rejoicing (I Thess. 2:19)

e The Crown of Righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8)

e The Crown of Glory (1 Pet. 5:4)

e The Crown of Life (Rev. 2:10)



Possibly the number twenty-four depicts the 12 Tribes of Israel and the 12 Apostles.
Also, it could refer to the order of the Priesthood. With either concept, this would make
it a proper reference for the Redeemed or the Church.

The four living creatures are also included in this vision. There is much debate
regarding their identity. They have characteristics of angels, both the Saraphim and the
Cherubim. They sing a new song. (Eze. 1:5-12; Rev. 5:8-9). Only the Redeemed sing new
songs in the Bible.

Additionally, the seven Spirits which are represented by seven lamps are before the
Throne. We have seen this reference in Rev. 1:4 and 3:1. This is the completion of God’s
Holy Spirit. In 2 Thess. 2:6,7, we are told that the Lord’s Spirit is restraining the lawless
one or the Antichrist. The Holy Spirit is restraining him until He (the Holy Spirit) is
taken out of the way.

Based on the description of who is around the Throne, along with other information that
will soon be presented, we can determine that:

The Elders represent the Church

The Church has been taken out of the earth

Along with the Church being taken out, the Holy Spirit has been taken up
Rev. 12:7-12 implies that the 2nd Heaven has been destroyed

And Satan, along with his demons, are thrown down to earth, on a mission to
destroy
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Chapter five shows us the beautiful ceremony of the Lamb. The Father is sitting on the
Throne, holding in His hand a scroll. This scroll is the title deed to the earth. The stage is
set for the reclaiming of the earth by our God. However, an angel asks the question
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” (Rev. 5:2) As John weeps in
worry, because no one is found worthy. An Elder, who would have already understood
the conquering power of Christ, encourages him with the words, “Stop weeping; behold
the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the
scroll and its seals.” (Rev. 5:5)

Next, in the midst of the Throne, a Lamb appears, slain, with seven horns (symbolizing
authority) and seven eyes (representing the seven Spirits of God). Once the Lamb takes
the scroll, worship, like nothing ever before experienced, commences!

The worship of the Elders, living creatures and the angels too numerous to count, is
explosive. This worship before the Throne initiates worship everywhere, in Heaven, on
the earth, under the earth and the sea. This worship activates an anointing, and this
anointing enlightens 144,000 male Jews (Rev. 7:1-8; 14:4-5) who will go forth and
preach throughout all the known world. Also at this time, two witnesses will be
dispatched from the 34 Heaven to preach as well. (Rev. 11:1-6)



