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What is the Rapture? Where is it found in the Bible?  

The rapture of the church is the event in which God “snatches away” all believers from 
the earth in order to make way for His righteous judgment to be poured out on the 
earth. The rapture is described primarily in 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 and 1 Corinthians 
15:50–54. God will resurrect all believers who have died, give them glorified bodies, 
and take them from the earth, along with all living believers, who will also be given 
glorified bodies at that time. “For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with 
a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will 
be with the Lord forever” (1 Thessalonians 4:16–17). The rapture will involve an 
instantaneous transformation of our bodies to fit us for eternity. “We know that when 
Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). 
 

Pre-Tribulation 
Rapture 

Mid-Tribulation 
Rapture 

Post Tribulation 
Rapture 

the rapture occurs before 
the tribulation 

the rapture occurs at or 
near the mid-point of the 
tribulation 

the rapture occurs at the 
end of the tribulation 

   
 

First, it is important to recognize the purpose of the tribulation. According to  Daniel 
9:27, there is a seventieth “seven” (seven years) that is still yet to come. Daniel’s entire 
prophecy of the seventy sevens (Daniel 9:20-27) is speaking of the nation of Israel. It is 
a time period in which God focuses His attention especially on Israel. The seventieth 
seven, the tribulation, must also be a time when God deals specifically with Israel. While 
this does not necessarily indicate that the church could not also be present, it does bring 
into question why the church would need to be on the earth during that time. 
 
 
The primary Scripture passage on the rapture is 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. It states that 
all living believers, along with all believers who have died, will meet the Lord Jesus in 
the air and will be with Him forever. The rapture is God’s removing of His people from 
the earth. A few verses later, in 1 Thessalonians 5:9, Paul says, “For God did not appoint 
us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The book of 
Revelation, which deals primarily with the time period of the tribulation, is a prophetic 



message of how God will pour out His wrath upon the earth during the tribulation. It 
seems inconsistent for God to promise believers that they will not suffer wrath and then 
leave them on the earth to suffer through the wrath of the tribulation. The fact that God 
promises to deliver Christians from wrath shortly after promising to remove His people 
from the earth seems to link those two events together. 
 
Another crucial passage on the timing of the rapture is Revelation 3:10, in which Christ 
promises to deliver believers from the “hour of trial” that is going to come upon the 
earth. This could mean two things. Either Christ will protect believers in the midst of the 
trials, or He will deliver believers out of the trials. Both are valid meanings of the Greek 
word translated “from.” However, it is important to recognize what believers are 
promised to be kept from. It is not just the trial, but the “hour” of trial. Christ is 
promising to keep believers from the very time period that contains the trials, namely 
the tribulation. The purpose of the tribulation, the purpose of the rapture, the meaning 
of 1 Thessalonians 5:9, and the interpretation of Revelation 3:10 all give clear support to 
the pre-tribulational position. If the Bible is interpreted literally and consistently, the 
pre-tribulational position is the most biblically-based interpretation. (gotquestions.com) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Events caused by the Rapture; Directly or Indirectly 

War in the 2nd 
Heaven 

The Great 
Enlightenment 

The Anointing of 
the 144,000 

The Two 
Witnesses 

And there was war in 
heaven, Michael and 
his angels waging war 
with the dragon. The 

dragon and his angels 
waged war, and they 
were not strong 
enough, and there was 
no longer a place found 
for them in heaven. 
And the great dragon 

was thrown down, the 
serpent of old who is 
called the devil and 
Satan, who deceives the 
whole world; he was 
thrown down to the 
earth, and his angels 

were thrown down with 
him. Then I heard a 
loud voice in heaven, 
saying, 
“Now the salvation, and 
the power, and the 

kingdom of our God 
and the authority of His 
Christ have come, for 
the accuser of our 
brethren has been 
thrown down, he who 
accuses them before 

our God, day and night. 
And they overcame him 
because of the blood of 
the Lamb and because 
of the word of their 
testimony, and they did 
not love their life even 

when faced with death. 
For this reason, rejoice, 
O heavens and you who 
dwell in them. Woe to 
the earth and the sea, 
because the devil has 

come down to you, 
having great wrath, 
knowing that he has 
only a short time.” (Rev 
12:7-12) 

11 Then I looked, and I 
heard the voice of many 
angels around the 
throne and the living 

creatures and the 
elders; and the number 
of them was myriads of 
myriads, and thousands 
of thousands, 12 saying 
with a loud voice, 
“Worthy is the Lamb 

that was slain to receive 
power and riches and 
wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and 
blessing.” 
13 And every created 
thing which is in 

heaven and on the 
earth and under the 
earth and on the sea, 
and all things in them, I 
heard saying, 
“To Him who sits on 

the throne, and to the 
Lamb, be blessing and 
honor and glory and 
dominion forever and 
ever.” 
And the four living 
creatures kept saying, 

“Amen.” 14 And the 
elders fell down and 
worshiped. 

(Rev. 5:11-14) 

1 After this I saw four 
angels standing at the 
four corners of the 
earth, holding back the 

four winds of the earth, 
so that no wind would 
blow on the earth or on 
the sea or on any tree. 2 
And I saw another 
angel ascending from 
the rising of the sun, 

having the seal of the 
living God; and he cried 
out with a loud voice to 
the four angels to 
whom it was granted to 
harm the earth and the 
sea, 3 saying, “Do not 

harm the earth or the 
sea or the trees until we 
have sealed the bond-
servants of our God on 
their foreheads.” 
4 And I heard the 

number of those who 
were sealed, one 
hundred and forty-four 
thousand sealed from 
every tribe of the sons 
of Israel: (Rev. 7:1-8) 

 

3 And I will grant 
authority to my two 
witnesses, and they will 
prophesy for twelve 

hundred and sixty days, 
clothed in sackcloth.” 4 
These are the two olive 
trees and the two 
lampstands that stand 
before the Lord of the 
earth. 5 And if anyone 

wants to harm them, 
fire flows out of their 
mouth and devours 
their enemies; so if 
anyone wants to harm 
them, he must be killed 
in this way. 6 These 

have the power to shut 
up the sky, so that rain 
will not fall during the 
days of their 
prophesying; and they 
have power over the 

waters to turn them 
into blood, and to strike 
the earth with every 
plague, as often as they 
desire. 
(Rev. 11:3-6) 

No more 2nd 
Heaven 

 Rev 6:9 The 5th Seal 
Rev. 14:1-5 

Rev. 13; 11:7-13 


